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NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Die romische Agrargeschichte that the cause thereof is to be found in the combination 
of two tendencies which united to produce a change in this direction. Lack of political 
occupation in Rome turned men's attention to the land, and the diminution of the slave 
supply through the restoration of peace pointed to the tenant system as the most advan- 
tageous. It is not always easy to feel convinced that slaves were so scarce as this theory 
would represent, nor can it really be supported by anything more cogent than a hazardous 
inference from the transitory outbreak of suppressio which was apparently put down by 
Augustus and Tiberius. On the other hand we know from Cicero, whose word Mr. 
Heitland is compelled to doubt (p. I96) that manumission was free in the late republic: 
we know from many authorities, among whom the younger Pliny stands out, that the 
tendency was for it to become even freer as time went on : and of the effects which this 
process produced we have evidence both in the legislation of the Empire and in facts like 
those collected by Tenney Frank (Am. Hist. Rev. I916, p. 689 ff.). If it is true that 
manumission was being granted on so large a scale, is it credible that landowners were 
being forced into taking tenants by the dearth of slaves ? After all, it is clear enough that 
slaves were not got by conquest alone, and the scarcity itself is hardly proved so clearly 
as to be capable of bearing the consequences it is assigned. Perhaps in the end the true 
solution of the problem will show that in this respect, as in many others, the experience 
of the ancient world was nearer to that of the modern than is generally admitted. 

These are all small points, and even if Mr. Heitland does not always carry conviction 
he serves a useful purpose by provoking dissent: but of Agricola as a whole it remains 
true that it is an admirable product of ripe learning, valuable alike as a book of reference 
and as a history of labour in the agriculture of Greece and Rome. In every work of these 
dimensions there must be points on which two opinions can be held, but the book itself 
has only one defect-its cost. Forty-seven shillings and sixpence is a heavy price to pay 
for five hundred pages, however good, and heavier still when doubts of its justice may be 
felt. At any rate it is of interest to reflect that within a few months of Agricola's emer- 
gence from the Cambridge Press the Press of another University published a book on an 
allied branch of classical learning. In the public they command the two can hardly 
differ, and in difficulties of type-setting they cannot be distinguished. Let A be 
Agricola and X the anonymous. Then in amount of matter A: X: 5: 3. In price 
A: X:: ;z 7s. 6d. : I8s. od. Something seems wrong. Where ? 

HUGH LAST. 

UNTERSUCHUNGEN ZUR GESCHICHTE DES KAISERS SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS. JOHANNES 
HASEBROEK. Heidelberg (Carl Winter), I922. pp. zo.20 

Herr Hasebroek is faithful to his title. He has written an ' investigation,' and a 
very thorough one it is. He divides his book into seven chapters, dealing respectively 
with (I) Severus' cursus honorum, (2) his proclamation as emperor and war with Didius 
Julianus, (3) the war against Pescennius Niger, (4) that against Clodius Albinus, (5) the 
second Parthian war, (6) the years 202-207, (7) the war in Britain and Septimius' death. 
To this he has added full and instructive catalogues of coins and inscriptions illustrative 
of the period, a chronological table and adequate indices. 

The narrative is based on Spartianus' life of Septimius Severus in the SHA, sections 
of his biography being quoted in the text and commented upon; indeed the whole 
book forms, as it were, a sort of elaborate historical commentary on Spaitian, whose 
inaccuracies are corrected by means of citations from Dio and Herodian. 

Of the material at his disposal Herr Hasebroek has made the fullest use ; literary, 
epigraphic and numismatic sources have been examined thoroughly and intelligently, 
and if the author does not always show a vivid historical imagination at least he can 
say with Callimachus atdpTrpor, oveV adel5w. The detail of the book is excellent, 
but it is a little to be regretted that the author does not make more use of his exhaustively 
collected and sanely evaluated evidence to obtain a better general view of the period 
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as a whole. The character of Severus' reign has long been a matter of dispute and we 
should like to know whether Herr Hasebroek regards the emperor as a patriotic but broad- 
minded ruler, intent on extending the culture and material advantages of Italy and the 
older provinces to those on the frontiers of the empire, or as a selfish barbarian whose 
one desire was to bring the civilization of the centre down to the level of that of the 
circumference. With all his wide knowledge of the period Herr Hasebroek never really 
faces or answers that question-or rather he answers it tentatively and even inconsistently. 
His book is dedicated to Domaszewski, whose theory of Septimius' Barbarisierung is 
well known. Hence, a propos of Severus' doubtless necessary campaign against those 
who still opposed him after the battle of Lugdunum, we read (p. 99) :- sein Ziel ist 
die Vernichtung der bestehenden gesellschaftlichen Ordnung iiberhaupt, die Zerst6rung 
alles Besitzes, die fanatischen Ausrottung des letzten Restes griechisch r6mischen-Wesens, 
an dessen Stelle das Barbarentum der Provinzen tritt. Auf dieser Grundlage erhebt 
sich die neue, vom Kaiser geschaffene Dynastie, mit der fur das Reich ein neues Zeitalter 
beginnt. So spielt sich in den behandelten Btirgerkriegen zwichen R6mertum und 
Barbarentum der letzte Kampf ab, iiber dessen Ausgang die Schlacht bei Lugdunum 
entschieden hat. Der Untergang der antiken Welt Leginnt in Wahrheit mit der 
Alleinherrschaft des Septimius Severus.' Or again (p. I03) we find the remark that 
Septimius' a cognitionibus in Baetica and Mauretania were bent upon ' die Ausrottung 
der Besitzenden in diesen zwei Provinzen einer reichen r6mischen Kultur.' On the 
other hand the emperor's taking over of all postal expenses and his defraying of them 
from the fiscus is (very rightly) attributed (p. io8) to ' der Tendenz des Kaisers, die 
Provinzen auf eine Stufe mit Italien zu stellen '-a very different matter from reducing 
Italy to the level of the provinces. And again, more specifically :-' Die hohe Bluite, 
in der die syrischen Provinzen unter Septimius Severus stehen ist bekannt. Die Hebung 
ihrer kulturellen Entwickelung, die sich am deutlichsten in der Erneuerung des Strassen- 
systems und in den grossen Verwaltungsreformen offenbart, geht gerade auf diesen 
Kaiser zuruck.' So too (p. I35) :- 'Wie die syrischen Landschaften, so erreichen ihre 
h6chste Bluite auch die africanischen Provinzen im dritten Jahrhundert unter der Dynastie 
der Severe.' In fact one cannot help suspecting that Herr Hasebroek's head and heart 
are not at one. A very natural loyalty to Domaszewski leads him to adopt, or at least 
to toy with, that scholar's theory of Barbarisierung; his own judgment, we imagine, 
urges him to abandon it. 

One more, we hope not ungracious, complaint: Herr Hasebroek's treatment of 
Spartian. Ever since Dessau's fateful article in Hermes ol xwpifovres have flourished 
like the green bay tree, and it has become the fashion to discredit any statement made 
by the SHA on no further grounds than that they made it. And Herr Hasebroek 
uses hard words. Who was in Schulz' words der Schlussredaktor is now der Falscher. 
Herr Hasebroek has published a dissertation proving that almost the whole of the lives 
of Niger and Albinus is the work of this man. Now the only way in which the bio- 
graphies of the SHA can with any show of reason or regard for the meaning of words 
be spoken of as a Fdlschung is to suppose that no such compilation ever existed until, 
say, the fifth century when a Fdlscher wrote the histories in their entirety, fathered 
them upon a set of non-existent writers purporting to have lived about the end of the 
third century, and inserted the Caesar-apostrophies to give an air of verisimilitude to 
his work. Is that really a credible theory ? And yet, if it is anything less than that 
then the word Fdlscher is a misnomer. If Spartian, Capitolinus and the rest lived and 
wrote at the turn of the third and fourth centuries and if a Schlussredaktor edited their 
works in the fifth, conflating with these matter drawn elsewhen:e, how can the latter 
with any fairness be called a Fdlscher ? Almost as well call Professor Bury a Fdlscher 
for editing Gibbon; quite as well call Gibbon one for using Zosimus, and Zosimus for 
embodying Eunapius. Hadrian (Spart. Hadr. I2, 3) restored the temple of Augustus at 
Tarraco, so did Septimius (Spart. Sept. Sev. 3-4): ' so ist es offenbar das Sev. 3, 4 danach 
fabriziert wurde.' Why ? Sixty years separated these restorations. Again, in telling 
the story of Severus' march from the East to face Albinus in Gaul, Herr Hasebroek says 
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(p. .93) that the emperor accompanied his army through Pannonia and adds a note c die 
Pannoniaci augures " Sev. Io, 7 sind aber interpoliert.' Now Capitolinus in his life of 

Albinus (9, 2) mentions this same incident and quotes Marius Maximus as his authority. 
Only on the rather fantastic theory of Schulz, viz., that the Theodosian Schlussredaktor 
used Marius as his chief source and incorporated his memoirs into the text of th2 SHA 
can we call this statement an interpolation. In any case Marius was a contemporary, 
and perhaps actually a general, of Severus and he may be supposed to have known. Of 
course Capitolinus may never have existed and the reference to Marius may be a fifth- 
century Filschung; indeed there is no saying where ' the will to disbelieve' might not 
take us. The SHA are not very good historians but, it is a pity that they have got such 
a bad name, for assuredly the hanging process is very far advanced. 

The chronology of the reign is often involved and Herr Hasebroek has reduced much 
that was chaotic to order. We doubt, however, some of his dates: e.g., that of the fall 
of Byzantium which he puts (p. 80) in December I95. Dio expressly says (74, 12, 5) 
that the city was captured at harvest time; he also speaks of the siege as having lasted 
eiri 6Xov srper7 %p6vov (74, I2, I), and we know that the investment began in the 
summer of I93. Byzantium must have fallen about June I96. Again, the author's 
conclusion (p. II8) that Septimius was in Egypt before December loth, I99, does not 
seem to be warranted by the evidence he himself adduces-neither CIL iii, 658I nor 
IGRP. i, II 13, prove the emperor's actual presence in the country; nor indeed would that 
date give sufficient time for the obviously somewhat protracted Eastern war. When Herr 
Hasebroek puts the fall of Ctesiphon in November/December I97, he surely antedates 
that event by about a year. It is impossible to suppose that the emperor, who only 
left Rome in about September I97, could have reached Antioch, visited Edessa, marched 
to Nisibis and Seleu^ia and reached and taken Ctesiphon by November of that year. 

These things, however, are but details and not important details at that. Taken 
as a whole the book is an excellent piece of work, thorough and eminently sane. It 
provides the student of history with an admirable example of the way in which historical 
evidence should be collated and appraised. 

MAURICE PLATNAUER. 

ETRUSCAN TOMB PAINTINGS, their subjects and significance. By F. POULSEN. Translated by 
I. ANDERSEN. X + 63 pp., 47 illustrations. Clarendon Press, I922. 

The author of this admirably produced work merits a deep debt of gratitude for 
giving us an appreciation of all the Etruscan tomb paintings in so compact and attractive 
a form. Hitherto we have had studies of one tomb or the tombs from one special site, 
the most recent being the Etruskische Malerei (Halle, 1921) of Fritz Weege, with whose 
views Dr. Poulsen is not in entire agreement. In this work, however, we can compare 
the pictures from the whole field, and, under the guidance of so able a master, follow the 
development of style and technique. The author's vast learning has enabled him to 
illuminate various points by particulars drawn from far and near, from literature and 
from art, yet withal with so, light a touch that the book may be read with pleasure even 
by one unfamiliar with the subject. Certainly he would be a dull dog who failed to 
take an interest in such a theme, for although the primary object of the paintings was to 
adorn the home of the dead, yet the subjects depicted are so cheerful in character, so full 
of the absorbing interest of daily pursuits, that they furnish us with an inexhaustible 
source of information as to the life and pastimes of the Etruscans. The exciting task 
is to draw out the utmost value from every scene as the author has done with such skill, 
to realise that no detail is too insignificant to be noted, the slave boy of the Tomba degli 
Auguri who hastens forward with his master's stool, the enthralled spectators at the chariot 
race, and the athlete who practises exercises 'for his muscles in the Tomba delle Bighe, 
or the brutal details of the contest between ' Phersu ' and his antagonist depicted in 
more than one tomb. 

Amongst the earliest paintings are those of the seventh-century Tomba Campana 
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